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CIRCUIT AND METHOD FOR AN INTEGRATED CHARGED DEVICE MODEL CLAMP 


ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 


5 A CDM clamp circuit integrated into the interface circuit it is protecting on an 

integrated circuit. Generally, the integrated CDM clamp circuit and interface circuit are 
adjacent to each other and share a common device element or component, thus 
eliminating the need for a metal interconnect. Because there is no interconnect, the 
parasitic resistance and inductance are also minimized or eliminated from the circuit, 
10 thus reducing or eliminating excessive voltage drop. Preferably, the CDM clamp circuit 
:3 is integrated into the circuit that it is protecting by having the two circuits share the same 
;n silicon source region. In a preferred embodiment input circuit, the same diffusion region 
^ is the source of both the input transistor and its associated CDM clamp transistor. 
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